THE SANTINIKETAN PILGRIMAGE
PYARELAL
GANDHIJI'S last pilgrimage to Santiniketan in  1945 was
replete with sweet and sad memories.   As he remarked to
the heads of the various departments of Santiniketan he was
" by no means a stranger in Santiniketan.   Even before he
returned to India from South Africa he had been closely
watching the happenings in India and the careers of the stal-
warts of Indian nationalism of that era.   Among them was
Gurudev.   Later, Deenabandhu Charlie Andrews became
a link between the two and on Gandhiji's return from South
Africa in 1915, the Phoenix Asrama party which had pre-
ceded him found asylum in Santiniketan.   Gandhiji joined
them a little later.   It was then that the personal bond
between him and Gurudev was forged.   The latter had told
him on that occasion:    1 am a singer.   I do not want to
meddle in the administrative side of Santiniketan.    You
have a free hand to do what you like/   And for the time
that Gandhiji was there he attempted to introduce some
basic reforms beginning, according to his wont, with a few
elementary things like sanitation, kitchen, care of the sick
and so on.   Then he went and settled down in Gujarat.
The bond with   Gurudev   however   continued to grow
stronger as the years rolled on and   during Gandhiji's
visit to Santiniketan in  1940  the two came very close
indeed.   With a premonition perhaps of his approaching
end Gurudev had on that occasion laid on   Gandhiji's
shoulders two burdens, firstly to do   something for the
finances and secondly to take a closer interest in the adminis-
trative affairs of the institution.   Gandhiji made as definite
a promise as he could in regard to the first.   In regard to
the second he had told him that no matter where he was
he would try to interest himself in the affairs of Santi-
niketan.
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